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5571 AVH MCMO CORD 141

SB 5571 - H AMD TO CL COW AMD (5571 AVH CL CORD 113) 620 ADOPTED
By Representative McMorris 4-17-97

On page 2, after line 9 of the anendnent, insert the foll ow ng:

"Sec. 2. RCW51.04.030 and 1994 c 164 25 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The director shall supervise the providing of pronpt and
efficient care and treatnent, including care provided by physician
assi stants governed by the provisions of chapters 18.57A and 18. 71A
RCW acting under a supervising physician, and including chiropractic
care, to workers injured during the course of their enploynent at the
| east cost consistent wth pronptness and efficiency, wthout
discrimnation or favoritism and with as great uniformty as the
various and diverse surrounding circunstances and |ocations of
industries will permt and to that end shall, from tine to tine,
establ i sh and adopt and supervise the adm nistration of printed forns,
rul es, regul ations, and practices for the furnishing of such care and
treatnent: PROVIDED, That, the departnment may reconmend to an injured
wor ker particular health care services and provi ders where specialized
treatnent is indicated or where cost effective paynent | evels or rates
are obtained by the departnent: AND PROVI DED FURTHER, That the
departnment may enter into contracts for goods and services including,
but not limted to, durable nedical equipnment so |long as state-w de
access to quality service is maintained for injured workers.

(2) The director shall, in consultation with interested persons,
establish and, in his or her discretion, periodically change as may be
necessary, and nake avail able a fee schedul e of the maxi num charges to
be made by any physician, surgeon, chiropractor, hospital, druggist,
physi ci ans’ assistants as defined in chapters 18.57A and 18. 71A RCW
acting under a supervising physician or other agency or person
rendering services to injured workers. The departnment shall coordinate
with other state purchasers of health care services to establish as

much consistency and uniformty in billing and coding practices as
possi bl e, taking into account the unique requirenents and differences
bet ween prograns. No service covered under this title, including

services provided to injured workers, whether aliens or other injured
workers, who are not residing in the United States at the tine of
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5571 AVH MCMO CORD 141

receiving the services, shall be charged or paid at a rate or rates
exceeding those specified in such fee schedule, and no contract
providing for greater fees shall be valid as to the excess. The
establi shment of such a schedul e, excl usive of conversion factors, does
not constitute "agency action" as used in RCW 34.05.010(3), nor does
such a fee schedule constitute a "rule" as used in RCW 34. 05.010(15).

(3) The director or self-insurer, as the case may be, shall nmake
a record of the comencenent of every disability and the term nation
t hereof and, when bills are rendered for the care and treatnent of
injured workers, shall approve and pay those which conform to the
adopt ed rul es, regul ations, established fee schedul es, and practices of
the director and may reject any bill or item thereof incurred in
violation of the principles laid down in this section or the rules,
regul ations, or the established fee schedul es and rul es and regul ati ons
adopt ed under it.

Sec. 3. RCWH51.32.110 and 1993 ¢ 375 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Any worker entitled to receive any benefits or claimng such
under this title shall, if requested by the departnent or self-insurer,
submt hinmself or herself for nedical exam nation, at a tine and from
time to time, at a place reasonably convenient for the worker and as
may be provided by the rules of the departnent. An injured worker
whether an alien or other injured worker, who is not residing in the
United States at the tine that a nedical exam nation is requested may
be required to submit to an exam nation at any location in the United
States determ ned by the departnent or self-insurer

(2) If the worker refuses to submt to nedical exam nation, or
obstructs the same, or, if any injured worker shall persist in
unsanitary or injurious practices which tend to inperil or retard his
or her recovery, or shall refuse to submt to such nedical or surgical
treatment as is reasonably essential to his or her recovery or refuse
or obstruct evaluation or exam nation for the purpose of vocationa
rehabilitation or does not cooperate in reasonable efforts at such
rehabilitation, the departnent or the self-insurer upon approval by the
departnment, with notice to the worker may suspend any further action on
any claim of such worker so long as such refusal, obstruction,
noncooperation, or practice continues and reduce, suspend, or deny any
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conpensation for such period: PROVI DED, That the departnment or the
self-insurer shall not suspend any further action on any claim of a
wor ker or reduce, suspend, or deny any conpensation if a worker has
good cause for refusing to submt to or to obstruct any exam nation,
eval uation, treatnent or practice requested by the departnment or
required under this section.

(3) If the worker necessarily incurs traveling expenses in
attending the exam nation pursuant to the request of the departnent,
such traveling expenses shall be repaid to him or her out of the
acci dent fund upon proper voucher and audit or shall be repaid by the
self-insurer, as the case may be.

(4)(a) If the nmedical exam nation required by this section causes
the worker to be absent fromhis or her work w thout pay:

(1) I'n the case of a worker insured by the departnent, the worker
shal | be paid conpensation out of the accident fund i n an anount equal
to his or her usual wages for the time lost fromwork while attendi ng
t he nedi cal exam nation; or

(1i) In the case of a worker of a self-insurer, the self-insurer
shal | pay the worker an amount equal to his or her usual wages for the
time lost fromwork while attending the nedi cal exam nation

(b) This subsection (4) shall apply prospectively to all clains
regardl ess of the date of injury.”

Renunber the sections consecutively.

EFFECT: The anmendnent adds provisions (1) requiring that fees for
health care services for injured workers, whether aliens or other
injured workers, not residing in the U S. when the services are
provi ded are subject to the fee schedul e adopt ed by t he Depart nent
of Labor and Industries; and (2) authorizing the departnent or
self-insurer to require an injured worker, whether an alien or
other injured worker, not residing in the US to submt to a
medi cal exam nation in a location in the U S.



